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THE  HOLYOKE  MUSEUM  OF  NATURAL 
HISTORY  AND  ART 


The  Holyoke  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  Art,  located  on  the 
upper  floor  of  the  Public  Library,  was  opened  to  the  public  under 
the  curatorship  of  Burlingham  Schurr,  naturalist,  in  February,  1927, 
after  about  a  year  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  curator  in  get- 
ting together  suitable  exhibits  and  arranging  them  for  display. 
Although  the  specimens  and  material  for  public  exhibition  were  very 
adaptable  for  museum  purposes  the  exhibits  were  not  sufficient  in 
number  to  by  any  means  occupy  all  the  space  in  the  large  upper  south 
room  of  the  building  in  which  it  had  its 
opening.  Given  full  directorship  of 
the  museum,  it  was  the  set  purpose  of 
Naturalist  Schurr  to  upbuild  this  insti- 
tution and  make  a  Museum  of  Natural 
History  and  Art  in  which  the  city  of 
Holyoke  might  justly  take  pride.  The 
Honorable  William  F.  Whiting,  then 
president  of  the  Holyoke  Public  Libra- 
ry ;  Joseph  A.  Skinner,  of  Silk  and 
Satin  fame,  the  vice-president  of  the 
institution  ;  the  Honorable  Nathan  P. 
Avery,  treasurer  of  the  Library  As- 
sociation, and  Aaron  C.  Bagg,  well- 
known  ornithologist,  rendered  splen- 
did assistance  in  helping  to  get  the 
Holyoke  Museum  under  way.  Like- 
wise, from  the  very  beginning,  Frank 
H.  Metcalf,  president  of  the  Farr-  William  F.  Whiting 

Alpaca  Company  of  Holyoke,  and  a 

pronounced  enthusiastic  and  learned  ornithologist,  had  a  large  part 
in  the  development  of  the  museum  in  all  its  branches. 

The  good  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  Holyoke  in  the  making  of  its 
museum,  and  the  splendid  support  it  has  received  in  many  ways  has 
been  the  main  factor,  under  guidance  of  the  Curator,  in  bringing  about 
the  expansion  from  one  room  in  which  it  had  its  opening  to  the  taking 
over  of  the  entire  upper  floor  of  the  Library  building.  Rare,  costly, 
beautiful,  choice,  and  even  sacred  possessions  of  individuals  and  or- 
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ganizations  have  been  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  Holyoke  Museum, 
to  an  extent  to  where  the  valuation  of  its  exhibits  amounts  to  close  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

THE  JOSEPH  A.  SKINNER  CASE  OF  MAMMALS  OF 

THE  MOUNT  HOLYOKE  RANGE 

A  center  case  eight  feet  square  and  four  feet  in  height  with  glass 
on  all  sides  displays  studies  of  mammals  of  this  vicinity  in  their  natu- 
ral haunts.  It  represents  a  typical  swampy  section  as  may  be  found 
on  the  Mount  Holyoke  Range.  A  pair  of  exceptionally  fine  speci- 
mens of  Raccoons,  one  extra  dark  and  glossy,  are  shown  true  to  life 
apparently  in  quest  of  food  near  a  pool  of  water.  A  Muskrat  is  near 
the  entrance  to  its  home,  and  the  burrow  in  the  bank  at  the  water's 
edge  has  been  broken  away  to  disclose  a  nest  containing  four  baby 
Muskrats.  Upon  a  log  projecting  over  the  water's  edge  is  a  baby 
Porcupine  feeding  upon  some  choice  bits  of  vegetation.  A  Mink  is 
cunningly  stealing  its  way  beneath  the  protecting  branches  as  it 
searches  for  prey.  A  snarling  Bay  Lynx  upon  a  stump  seems  to 
defy  any  interference  with  its  liberty  in  the  wildwood.  At  the  base  of 
a  small  pine  tree,  and  almost  hidden  among  fallen  branches  and  rank 
growing  ferns  and  grasses  is  a  family  of  the  almost  extinct  Black 
Rat,  or  sometimes  called  Woodland  Rat. 

PERKINS  MEMORIAL  CASE 

A  very  interesting  and  valuable  collection  of  birds  displayed  in 
an  attractive  cabinet  is  a  gift  from  Mrs.  J.  Lewis  Perkins  in  memory 
of  her  late  husband,  J.  Lewis  Perkins.  Mr.  Perkins  was  a  great 
lover  of  nature,  and  this  case  is  a  very  befitting  tribute  in  commemo- 
rating his  love  for  natural  creations. 

The  specimens  in  the  case  were  prepared  and  mounted  by  the 
late  Wilbur  F.  Lamb,  of  Holyoke,  an  authority  on  ornithology.  The 
case  in  which  the  beautiful  specimens  are  shown  was  built  by  Mr. 
Lamb  about  1870.  He  was  an  ardent  studen  t  of  nature  and  he  devoted 
most  of  his  spare  time  to  collecting  specimens  of  birds  and  birds'  eggs. 

The  upper  part  of  the  cabinet  contains  mounted  specimens  ar- 
ranged in  characteristic  fashion  on  the  limbs  of  a  tree,  on  rocky  ledges, 
and  on  the  ground.  The  birds  are  mostly  native  to  New  England  ; 
but  a  few  are  inhabitants  of  the  West  and  South  America.  The  under 
portion  of  the  case  consists  of  drawers  in  which  are  birds'  eggs, 
minerals,  arrow  heads,  and  other  archaeological  specimens.    The  col- 
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lection  of  mounted  birds  as  well  as  all  the  specimens  in  the  cabinet 
are  catalogued  with  full  description  of  the  time,  place,  conditions,  etc., 
as  to  their  taking. 

The  Perkins  Memorial  Case,  aside  from  the  beauty  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  mounted  birds  and  mammals,  affords  an  interesting 
comparison  study  of  the  method  employed  in  displaying  specimens  in 
the  '70's  and  '80's,  with  the  modern  habitat  groupings  of  today. 


THE  WILLIAM  F.  WHITING  CASE  OF  REPTILES 


This  is  another  center  case,  a  duplicate  in  measurements,  of  the 
foregoing  mentioned  Skinner  case.  This  grouping  also  depicts  a 
natural  swampy  tract  as  found  in  an  open  space  in  the  surroundings 
of  Holyoke.  It  is  a  very  scientifically  arranged  piece  of  workmanship, 
especially  prepared  to  emphasize  the  need  of  conservation  of  some 
of  the  so-called  lower  forms  of  life.   An  illustration  as  to  how  turtles 


shown  in  their  natural  haunts.  The  fact  that  some  species  of  snakes 
lay  eggs  while  others  give  birth  to  young  is  well  illustrated  by  a  Water 
Snake  with  young  and  a  Black  Snake  with  eggs.  The  manner  by 
which  snakes  shed  their  skins  is  clearly  shown.  That  many  snakes 
are  very  serviceable  in  destroying  mice  and  small  rodents  is  quite 


Joseph  A.  Skinner 


deposit  their  eggs  in  the  ground  is 
made  very  interesting.  After  hav- 
ing dug  a  hole  and  laying  its  eggs  in 
it,  a  large  Snapping  Turtle  is  shown 
in  the  act  of  covering  the  deposit  by 
pushing  earth  or  sand  over  it  with  its 
hind  feet.  Attention  is  also  called 
to  the  slow  growth  of  Turtles  by  ex- 
ample of  a  small  Snapping  Turtle  at 
the  edge  of  the  water  that  is  about 
five  years  of  age,  another  not  quite 
twice  as  large  is  ten  years  old,  a  third 
somewhat  larger  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  the  fully 
grown,  an  adult  female  that  has 
lived  to  attain  an  age  close  to  the 
century  mark.  Other  native  turtles 
to  be  found  in  this  region  are  the 
Eastern  Painted  Turtle,  Spotted 
Turtle,  Musk  Turtle,  Wood  Turtle, 
and  the  Box  Turtle,  all  of  which  are 
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pronounced  by  showing  certain  specimens  in  the  act  of  swallowing 
such  prey.  Frogs  and  other  life  of  the  swamps  as  well  as  a  Great 
Blue  Heron,  are  shown  in  most  characteristic  manner. 

RUSSELL  MEMORIAL  HABITAT 

An  extremely  beautiful  winter  habitat  case  illustrating  native 
wild  life  in  the  season  when  our  woodlands  are  mantled  with  snow, 
and  by  which  the  setting  depicts  to  a  considerable  extent  the  food 
habits  of  birds,  is  in  memory  of  the  late  Newton  H.  Russell. 

The  late  Mr.  Russell  was  prominent  as  an  energetic  and  zealous 
worker  in  behalf  of  all  conservation  issues.  Birds,  wild  life,  trees, 
and  all  the  productions  in  nature  were  very  dear  to  his  heart  and  he 
manifested  an  interest  for  all  things  in  nature  in  many  ways. 

For  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  the  custom  at  the  Holyoke 

Museum  to  give  out  grain  to  persons 
who  are  interested  in  feeding  the  birds 
in  winter.  It  is  somewhat  of  a  costly 
proposition  to  supply  the  grain  to  all 
who  wish  to  feed  the  birds,  and  the 
grain  could  not  be  given  unless  it  was 
furnished  by  individuals  who  have  at 
heart  the  welfare  of  the  feathered  crea- 
tures. The  hundreds  of  pounds  of 
grain  distributed  thru  the  Museum  to 
those  who  consistently  fed  the  birds 
was  generously  furnished  thru  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Russell. 

The  Russell  Memorial  case  is  repre- 
sentative of  different  inhabitants  of 
the  woodlands,  and  it  depicts  several 
phases  of  life  as  existant  in  the  habits 
of  wild  life  in  winter.  For  one  thing 
the  case  shows  some  of  the  rarer  forms 
Frank  H.  Metcalf  winter  birds  that  only  appear  with 

us  in  certain  years,  and  this  suggests 
how  worthwhile  it  is  to  encourage  them  to  stay.  In  addition  to  the 
fact  that  in  severe  winters  when  there  is  a  heavy  layer  of  snow  cover- 
ing the  earth,  birds  not  only  are  oftentimes  prevented  under  the 
existing  conditions  from  readily  getting  sufficient  food,  but  they 
are  also  harassed  by  natural  enemies  that  are  made  even  more  ag- 
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gressive  by  the  pangs  of  hunger  inflicted  upon  them  thru  the  existing 
weather  conditions.  All  this  is  vividly  portrayed  by  the  exhibits  in  the 
case,  and  the  real  importance  of  this  habitat  is  to  encourage  extended 
knowledge  upon  the  habits  of  birds  and  wild  life,  and  to  exemplify  the 
urgent  and  very  vital  need  of  conservation  of  the  things  that  mean  so 
much  to  the  pleasure  and  prosperity  of  humankind. 

THE  SKINNER  BLACK-CROWNED 

NIGHT  HERON  HABITAT 

One  of  the  first  large  habitat  groups  to  be  installed  in  the  Holyoke 
Museum  was  the  Black-Crown  Night  Heron  case,  presented  by  Joseph 
A.  Skinner.  It  was  thought  when  the  case  was  installed  that  the 
grouping  of  these  birds  in  characteristic  poses  could  not  be  improved 
upon  as  a  modern  habitat.  The  case  very  vividly  portrayed  the  haunts 
of  the  Night  Heron,  and  showed  birds  in  various  stages  of  plumage 
development,  from  half-grown  young  in  a  nest  to  a  seven-year  full- 
plumaged  adult.  The  case  was  so  typical  of  the  habits  of  this  species 
of  bird,  and  so  clearly  illustrated  their  true  characteristics,  the  late 
Edward  Howe  Forbush,  former  State  Ornithologist,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
local  institution  for  the  express  purpose  of  viewing  this  exhibit. 
However,  continual  studies  of  the  Black-Crowned  Night  Herons  by 
Naturalist  Burlingham  Schurr,  Director  of  Holyoke  Museum,  that 
covers  eleven  consecutive  years,  has  made  it  evident  that  scientifically 
the  Black-Crowned  Night  Heron  exhibit  could  be  considerably  im- 
proved upon. 

Within  the  past  year  the  case  has  undergone  rearrangement 
with  additional  specimens  being  placed  in  the  grouping.  The  dupli- 
fication  of  a  typical  heronry  is  now  complete  in  every  detail.  A 
nest  showing  downy  young  just  hatched,  and  very  plainly  showing 
the  (egg  bill)  on  the  tiny  young,  is  the  beginning  of  a  very  interesting 
study  in  ornithology  bearing  upon  these  herons.  The  advancement 
in  the  remarkable  change  in  plumage  that  is  so  characteristic  of  this 
species  of  bird,  is  next  observed  in  another  nest  where  the  young  have 
taken  on  considerable  juvenile  plumage.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
eyes  of  the  young  in  the  nest  are  lemon-yellow  in  color.  Another 
interesting  and  remarkable  thing  about  these  young  in  the  nest 
is  the  variation  in  sizes. 

One  of  the  young  is  very  large,  another  a  little  smaller,  the 
third  still  smaller,  and  the  fourth  occupant  of  the  nest  is  very  small. 
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This  showing  of  the  sizes  in  the  young  demonstrates  that  the  Black- 
Crowned  Night  Heron  begins  sitting  as  soon  as  the  first  egg  is  laid. 
Three,  four,  or  five  eggs  are  laid,  the  hatching  of  the  young  bringing 
about  a  few  days  difference  between  the  first  and  last  bird  hatched, 
thus  it  is  that  one  or  two  birds  in  all  broods  of  the  Black-Crowned 
Night  Heron  develop  and  mature  more  rapidly  than  the  others  in  the 
nest. 

Upon  the  ground,  at  the  left  of  the  case,  is  a  heron  in  plumage 
quite  unlike  any  of  the  other  larger  birds  in  the  display.  It  is  of  a 
mixed  brownish  and  tan  color  with 
considerable  mottling  of  lighter  hue, 
and  the  eyes  of  the  bird  are  dark- 
yellow.  This  bird  is  exactly  one  year 
of  age,  having  been  hatched  the  year 
previous  in  May.  A  bird  in  the 
branches  of  a  birch  tree  with  a  frog 
in  its  bill  shows  the  second-year  plum- 
age, in  which  it  is  beginning  to  take 
on  some  of  the  adult  feathering.  The 
eyes  of  this  bird  are  dark-orange  the 
last  change  in  iris  coloration  before 
attaining  the  dark-red  eyes  that  are 
so  conspicuous  in  the  adult  birds. 

The  third-year  plumage  is  shown 
in  a  specimen  that  displays  the  black- 
crown  feathering  that  is  noticeably 
missing  in  the  first  and  second-year 
old  birds.  It  will  be  noticed  in  the 
three-year  old  heron  that  although  it 
now  has  red  eyes  it  has  not  as  yet  taken  on  the  creamish-white 
feathering  on  the  neck,  but  the  throat  is  lighter  in  color  with  faint 
markings  so  characteristic  in  the  young.  The  bird  that  is  shown  in 
its  four-year  plumage  has  no  coloration  or  markings  of  the  young  or 
juvenile  birds,  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  plumage  is  pronouncedly  in 
advancement  to  the  fully  adult  feathering.  The  very  dark  feathering 
of  the  back  that  appears  like  a  saddle  in  a  fully  adult  specimen  is 
conspicuously  prominent,  and  the  bird  likewise  shows  a  considerable 
amount  of  whitish  feathers  on  the  throat  and  neck.  Not  until  the 
Black-Crowned  Night  Heron  reaches  the  age  of  five  to  seven  years 
is  it  in  complete  adult  plumage,  and  the  specimen  in  the  habitat  is 
a  very  fine  example  of  completed  fall  plumage. 
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THE  WILLIAM  F.  WHITING  WOODLAND  CASE 

Natural  foliage,  grasses,  ferns  and  other  flora  preserved  in  some 
secret  manner,  give  the  appearance  of  growing  plants,  and  with  a 
background  done  in  oil  colors  showing  ponds,  woods  and  hills,  the 
specimens  of  birds  in  characteristic  attitudes  contained  in  this  case 
are  displayed  to  such  advantage  as  to  make  them  most  life-like. 

A  Green  Heron  and  an  American  Bittern  may  be  seen  among  the 
tall  grasses  and  cat-tails  in  a  swamp,  while  close  by  on  a  water 
washed  stump  a  Barred  Owl  is  keenly  scanning  the  surroundings  in 
quest  of  prey.  In  a  white  pine  is  another  Barred  Owl,  the  mate  to 
the  one  below,  and  this  particular  wise  old  bird  is  in  rather  dire 
straits,  being  forced  to  defend  itself  from  an  attack  by  Blue  Jays. 
This  battle  in  the  woodland  is  made  the  more  realistic  from  the  fact 
that  a  lone  Crow  is  calling  to  his  brethern,  telling  of  this  chance  to 
enter  into  a  general  melee. 

DUCK  HAWK 

One  of  the  outstanding  exhibits  is  a  large  habitat  case  showing 
the  ''Home  of  the  Duck  Hawk, "  on  Mt.  Tom,  with  its  nest  on  a  rock 
ledge,  a  gift  from  Frank  H.  Metcalf.  The  two  specimens,  one  flying, 
an  adult  male,  and  another  in  immature  plumage  perched  on  a  rock, 
are  as  fine  examples  of  this  bird  of  prey  that  could  possibly  be  col- 
lected. The  set  of  eggs,  three  in  number,  were  collected  on  Mt.  Tom, 
May  5,  1898,  by  Mr.  Metcalf. 

WEASEL  UNDERGROUND  HABITAT 

Among  the  very  interesting  and  attractive,  as  well  as  scientif- 
ically arranged  cases  in  the  Holyoke  Museum,  is  that  of  a  female 
Weasel  and  its  underground  home  with  her  young.  This  case  is  a 
gift  from  WiUiam  H.  Hubbard. 

The  nesting  habits  or  home  life  of  the  Weasel  is  very  little  un- 
derstood by  mammalogists.  The  Weasel  and  young  in  this  display 
were  obtained  thru  careful  observations  and  diligent  application  to 
the  task  of  securing  a  family  of  this  exceedingly  sly  creature.  On 
May  9,  1933,  Naturalist  Schurr  located  the  home  of  a  Weasel,  and 
after  considerable  work  of  digging,  the  specimens  shown  in  this  ex- 
hibit were  secured. 

There  are  very  few  records  of  the  taking  of  young  Weasels,  and 
there  are  exceptionally  few  showings  of  the  young  of  this  animal  in 
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museums  about  the  country.  In  every  detail  this  case  depicts  the 
home  life  of  the  Weasel  with  young  in  duplification  of  a  true  study  of 
the  mammal  in  Hfe. 

INDIVIDUAL  HABITAT  CASES 

Individual  habitat  cases  prove  not  only  very  attractive,  but  most 
instructive  to  bird  students.  Each  case  has  a  painted  back-ground 
to  show  the  haunts  of  the  birds  displayed,  while  the  fore-ground  is 
prepared  with  natural  settings  to  illustrate  the  nesting  and  feeding 

habits.  The  arrangement  and  work- 
manship of  each  individual  case  is  of 
the  highest  type  of  preparation  and 
mounting  in  the  art  of  modern  taxi- 
dermy. 

A  winter  habitat  of  Pine  Gros- 
beaks, showing  these  beautiful  winter 
birds  in  various  stages  of  plumage,  the 
gift  of  Frank  H.  Metcalf  affords  a 
delightful  study  to  bird  lovers.  The 
execution  of  these  mountings  are  from 
actual  studies  of  the  birds  in  life  and 
the  workmanship  of  the  whole  case  is 
a  masterpiece  in  the  art  of  taxidermy. 

A  study  in  the  nesting  habits  of 
Brown  Creepers  and  Juncos,  is  a 
habitat  donated  by  Aaron  C.  Bagg. 
The  nest  of  the  Brown  Creeper  is  well 
hidden  under  the  loose  bark  of  a  paper 
birch  and  one  must  look  sharply  to 
observe  it.  However,  the  nest  is  shown  to  good  advantage  and  it  will 
be  agreed  the  little  bird  fashions  a  wonderful  and  a  beautifully  con- 
structed home.  The  Junco's  nest  is  located  on  the  ground  at  the  base 
of  a  small  birch  and  the  mother  bird  is  shown  just  about  to  enter  the 
nest.  The  setting  of  the  case  with  a  background  painted  to 
make  it  a  typical  woodland,  makes  this  exhibit  a  splendid  study  in 
ornithology. 

Other  habitats  include  the  nesting  of  the  Crested  Flycatcher 
showing  the  characteristic  habits  of  this  bird  in  using  a  cast-off  snake 
skin  in  fashioning  the  nest  in  a  hollow  limb.  Another  case  is  that  of 
the  rare  Hawk  Owl  shown  in  a  winter  scene,  and  this  case  as  well  as 
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that  of  the  Crested  Flycatcher,  were  presented  by  Aaron  C.  Ba^g. 
A  woodland  scene  with  Screech  Owls,  male  and  female,  in  red  and 
gray  phase,  as  well  as  four  downy  young  in  a  nest  in  a  hollow  tree, 
is  the  gift  of  Joseph  Isenburg.  The  king  of  '*game  birds"  of  this  re- 
gion, the  Ruffed  Grouse,  in  a  habitat  showing  male  and  female  in  a 
beautiful  woodland  setting,  is  an  individual  habitat  presented  by 
Robert  H.  Russell.  A  habitat  of  a  now  more  rare  **game  bird'*  of 
this  region,  the  Woodcock,  in  a  setting  that  is  a  duplification  of  the 
lowlands,  and  that  characteristically  present  the  nesting  habits  of  this 
bird,  is  a  gift  from  Merrill  L.  Welcker. 

Other  interesting  and  instructive  individual  habitat  cases  illus- 
trating characteristics  of  native  bird  life,  such  as  Chick-a-dees,  Barn 
Swallows,  Fox  Sparrows,  White-throated  Sparrows,  Killdeer  Plover, 
Baltimore  Oriole,  Blue  Jays,  Indigo  Bunting,  Starlings,  Robins,  Chim- 
ney Swifts,  and  others,  are  gifts  from  William  F.  Whiting,  Nathan 
P.  Avery,  the  late  C.  Fayette  Smith,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Fowler,  William 
Skinner,  2nd,  William  H.  Hubbard,  and  Frank  H.  Metcalf. 

THE  BAGG  PILEATED  CASE 

This  exhibit  might  be  properly  called  the  Forbush-Fuertes  Pile- 
ated  Woodpecker  exhibit.  It  is  a  creation  by  Naturalist  Schurr  in 
arranging  the  display  in  faithful  copy  after  the  painting  of  our  largest 
woodpecker  by  the  noted  animal  and  bird  artist  the  late  Louis  Agassiz 
Fuertes,  as  found  in  Volume  II  of  "Birds  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
New  England  States,''  by  Edward  Howe  Forbush.  (Plate  51,  page 
276-7.) 

The  two  Pileated  Woodpeckers  shown  in  this  exhibit,  male  and 
female,  are  exceptionally  fine  specimens  and  they  were  collected  by 
Naturalist  Schurr  on  the  easterly  end  of  the  Mount  Holyoke  Range. 
The  bird  is  a  resident  the  year  round  in  the  wilder,  more  remote, 
and  wooded  sections  or  regions,  nesting  usually  from  forty  to  fifty 
feet  above  ground  in  a  beech  tree.  It  is  nowhere  a  common  bird,  but 
it  can  be  seen  to  better  advantage  in  the  deep  forests  of  northern 
New  England,  where  it  is  less  shy  than  in  this  section. 


RECORD  SPECIMENS 


OTTER 

An  exceptionally  fine,  dark,  and  large  Otter  was  taken  in  South 
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Amherst,  on  June  6,  1931,  and  it  is  as  fine  a  specimen  as  may  be  seen 
in  any  museum.  When  killed  the  specimen  weighed  20  pounds,  and 
its  total  length  measured  46  inches,  with  head  measuring  4f  inches, 
tail  15  inches,  hind  foot  4^  inches  and  spread  of  web  4  inches. 

CUMBERLAND  TURTLE 

A  Cumberland  Turtle  was  taken  at  The  Island, Connecticut 
River,  by  Teddy  Kozak,  Mater  Dolorosa  School,  June  25,  1932.  It  is 
believed  this  is  the  first  record  of  this  southern  species  coming  so  far 
north.    It  is  an  exhibit  among  the  living  specimens  at  the  Museum. 

HUGE  SNAPPING  TURTLE 

A  Snapping  Turtle  that  weighed,  when  alive,  forty-four  pounds 
and  having  an  upper  shell  measuring  eighteen  and  one-half  inches, 
with  a  total  length  from  the  nose  of  the  out-stretched  head  to  the  tip 
of  the  tail  measuring  forty-eight  inches,  is  considered  as  fine  a  speci- 
men of  this  particular  species  as  can  be  seen  anywhere.  It  was  col- 
lected and  presented  to  the  Museum  by  Frederick  Bach  and  it  was 
taken  at  Pearl  City  Pond  in  South  Hadley. 

MURINE  OPOSSUM 

A  Murine  Opossum,  called  also  Mouse  Opossum,  from  Central 
America  with  a  litter  of  eleven  little  ones,  arrived  in  a  bunch  of  ban- 
anas at  the  Growers'  Outlet  Store  on  Dwight  Street,  in  October  1934, 
and  the  interesting  little  family  was  presented  to  the  Holyoke  Mu- 
seum. 

This  rare  group  of  inhabitants  of  the  tropics  were  prepared  and 
arranged  in  a  habitat  in  true  duplification  of  their  ways,  and  it  is  an 
exhibit  that  attracts  much  attention.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the 
female  of  this  particular  species  of  opossum  have  no  external  abdomi- 
nal pouch  as  in  some  of  the  other  species.  The  young  cling  to  the  tail 
and  body  of  the  little  animal  like  leeches,  and  tho  the  adult  is  very 
active  and  springs  about  with  amazing  quickness,  the  young  are 
rarely  dislodged.  The  mounting  of  this  group  shows  in  what  manner 
the  little  ones  fasten  themselves  to  the  mother. 

Additional  record  specimens  include  the  Little  Blue  Heron,  Dove- 
kie,  Barn  Owl,  Hawk  Owl,  Murre,  Black  Rats,  Copperheads,  and 
Rattlesnakes. 
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METCALF  EGG  COLLECTION 

The  Frank  H.  Metcalf  egg  collection  is  an  exceptionally  interest- 
ing and  valuable  one,  as  it  contains  sets  and  individual  specimens  of  ex- 
tinct, near-extinct,  and  rare  eggs  of  birds.  It  is  interesting  to  know, 
that  in  addition  to  the  gathering  of  the  very  fine  and  valuable  collec- 
tion of  eggs  of  North  Anrierican  birds,  Mr.  Metcalf  has  kept  a  yearly 
record  since  1882  of  the  birds  that  have  come  under  his  observation. 

In  the  Metcalf  collection  are  eggs  of  the  Passenger  Pigeon,  Eski- 
mo Curlew,  Carolina  Paroquet,  Heath  Hen,  Sage  Hen,  Trumpeter 
Swan,  Wild  Turkey,  Richardson's  Owl,  Greater  Snow  Goose,  Sandhill 
Crane,  Whooping  Crane,  Glossy  Ibis,  Golden  Eagle,  Gray  Sea  Eagle, 
Bald  Eagle,  and  the  eggs  of  other  rare  birds. 

In  addition  to  the  Metcalf  collection  there  are  sets  and  individual 
specimens  of  eggs  that  were  collected  and  presented  to  the  Museum 
by  0.  D.  Allyn,  A.  J.  Rand,  Aaron  C.  Bagg,  Francis  C.  Hey  wood, 
and  James  A.  Allen. 

INSECT  COLLECTION 

The  Joseph  E.  Chase  collection  of  several  thousand  tropical  and 
native  butterflies  and  insects  is  a  remarkable  display  and  it  is  shown 
to  splendid  advantage  in  small  individual  cases  that  are  arranged  in  a 
large  center  case.  Many  of  the  specimens  in  the  collection  that  are 
exceptionally  interesting  have  been  labelled  to  give  vivid  descriptions. 
The  Death's  Head  Moth  of  Europe,  which  has  upon  its  back  the  like- 
ness of  a  skull  and  cross  bones,  is  described  as  having  been  engraved 
on  tombstones  before  the  advent  of  Christ  to  represent  the  resur- 
rection of  life.  The  Japanese  Beetle  that  is  causing  so  much  alarm 
among  growers  and  gardeners,  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  first  dis- 
covered in  1916  in  Burlington  County,  New  Jersey,  by  inspectors  of 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture.  At  the  time  only  about  a  dozen 
beetles  were  found.  In  1919,  it  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
twenty  thousand  beetles  could,  so  it  is  said,  ''be  collected  by  hand  by 
one  person  in  a  day."  Today  this  very  destructive  beetle  is  found 
over  a  wide  area  in  the  country  and  it  is  costing  vast  sums  in  the  en- 
deavor to  check  its  ravages. 

The  description  of  the  Hercules  Beetle,  the  largest  known  species 
of  beetle  ;  of  the  Goliath  Beetle,  the  Morpho  or  Dream  Butterflies,  the 
Scarabaeus  Sacer  or  Sacred  Beetle  of  Egypt,  considered  by  the  Egyp- 
tians as  immortal ;  and  other  rare  types  of  insects  in  the  Chase  col- 
lection furnish  a  fund  of  imformation  that  is  most  interesting. 
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The  metamorphoses  of  the  Bombyx  Mori,  or  Silk  Worm  ;  the  natu- 
ral history  of  the  Honey  Bee  ;  protective  coloration  with  insects,  and 
other  interesting  studies  of  insect  life  are  to  be  seen  in  other  cases. 

Seven  habitat  insect  cases  affording  most  interesting  character- 
istics of  the  subjects  shown,  were  presented  by  Dudley  S.  Silsby. 
These  include  the  Praying  Mantis,  Walking  Sticks,  Katy-dids,  Helle- 
grammites,  Grasshoppers,  Cicadas,  and  Trap-door  Spider. 

A  very  fine  study  collection  of  native  insects,  a  gift  from  Duncan 
Hewlett,  is  a  considerable  addition  to  the  entomological  exhibits. 


One  of  the  real  outstanding  possessions  in  the  Holyoke  Museum 
is  the  Addison  L.  Green  Prehistoric  Collection.    This  collection, 


scholars  as  continuous  visitors  to  study  these  valuable  specimens. 

The  Addison  L.  Green  collection  of  prehistoric  objects  are  all 
numbered  and  catalogued  and  the  collection  is  displayed  to  splendid 
advantage  in  large,  especially  constructed  exhibition  cases.  It  is 
the  intention  of  Mr.  Green  to  add  other  prehistoric  material  and 
to  assist  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  collection  to  make  the  Holyoke 


THE  ADDISON  L.  GREEN  PREHISTORIC 
COLLECTION 


numbers  thousands  of  specimens  of 
implements  and  works  of  art  of 
prehistoric  man  that  include  hand- 
axes,  scrapers,  knives,  blades, 
choppers,  points,  gravers,  tools  and 
other  implements,  as  well  as  the 
choicest  examples  in  art  taken  from 
caves  in  the  Old  World. 


Addison  L.  Green 


On  the  evening  of  February  18, 
1927,  the  Holyoke  Museum  had  a 
*  'Guest  Night' '  inspection  of  its  new 
museum  at  which  time  Mr.  Green, 
who  was  one  of  the  visitors,  made 
the  statement  that  he  would  see  to  it 
that  Holyoke  would  have  in  time  a 
collection  of  prehistoric  relics.  The 
extensive  collection  of  prehistoric 
material  that  the  Museum  possesses 
thru  the  good  will  of  Mr.  Green  is 
of  a  scope  that  brings  scientists  and 
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Museum  a  repository  for  most  extensive  representation  in  specimens 
and  objects  representative  of  Early  man. 

SHELLS  AND  CORALS 

In  the  early  nineties  there  was  a  friendly  rivalry  between  the 
late  H.  B.  Lawrence  of  the  old  Appleton  Street  School,  Wilbur  F. 
Nichols,  principal  of  the  Hamilton  Street  School,  and  John  A.  Calla- 
han, principal  of  the  Nonotuck  Street  School,  in  getting  together  spec- 
imens of  natural  history  for  school  museums.  The  old  South  Chest- 
nut Street  School,  under  the  princi- 
palship  of  Belle  Goldthwaite,  was 
another  of  our  public  schools  to  work 
for  the  development  of  a  school 
museum. 

All  of  these  schools  were  en- 
abled by  gifts  and  purchases  to  get 
together  very  creditable  collections. 
There  were  other  schools  that  made 
it  a  purpose  to  acquire  teaching  co- 
llections of  specimens,  but  the  three 
schools  first  mentioned  were  out- 
standing in  getting  together  size- 
able museums.  Most  of  the  school 
collections  were  principally  made  up 
of  birds  and  small  mammals. 

The  Hamilton  Street  School, 
however,  under  the  principalship  of 
Mr.  Nichols,  went  in  for  marine 
specimens.  In  1890  the  school  Brig.  General  Edmund  J.  Slate 
raised  a  fairly  sizeable  sum  by  sub- 
scription among  the  manufacturers,  merchants  and  friends  of  the 
school  in  its  immediate  neighborhood.  With  the  money  a  valuable 
collection  of  shells  and  corals  were  purchased.  The  collection  included 
38  different  varieties  of  coral  and  133  varieties  of  shells.  The  speci- 
mens are  representative  of  many  parts  of  the  world,  many  of  which 
are  very  rare. 

Superintendent  of  Schools  WilHam  R.  Peck,  who  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  establishment  of  the  Holyoke  Museum  in  1927  has  mani- 
fested a  very  keen  interest  in  the  development  of  the  local  institu- 
tion, believed  that  the  Museum  would  be  the  proper  repository  for 
the  marine  collection.    The  Holyoke  Museum  has  now  in  its  posses- 
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sion  the  old  H.  B.  Lawrence  School  collection,  the  collection  that  was 
housed  in  the  South  Chestnut  Street  School,  together  with  this  new 
acquisition  from  the  Hamilton  Street  School. 


INDIAN  RELICS 


THE  GARDNER  M.  SHERMAN  COLLECTION 

The  Gardner  M.  Sherman  collection  of  Indian  relics  advantageous- 
ly displayed  in  several  large  cases  in  the  Art  Room  contains  in  the 
neighborhood  of  16,000  specimens  of  implements  of  war,  amusement, 
manufacture,  surgery,  art,  ceremonial,  and  domestic  life.  It  was 
purchased  in  July,  1901,  by  subscription  thru  the  efforts  of  the  Holyoke 
Scientific  Society  from  Mr.  Sherman  of  Springfield  who  had  spent 
practically  a  life  time  in  getting  it  together.  The  Sherman  collection 
of  Indian  relics,  according  to  Dr.  George  Grant  MacCurdy  of  Yale,  is 
one  of  the  choicest  in  the  country. 

The  Sherman  collection  is  exceptionally  fine  in  quality  of  the  speci- 
mens, and  is  remarkable  by  the  fact  there  are  very  few  duplicates  in 
it.  It  has  specimens  from  twenty-one  states  besides  Africa,  Canada, 
Denmark,  Hawaii  and  Mexico.  As  might  be  expected  the  Connecti- 
cut Valley  is  particularly  well  represented. 

SCHUSTER  COLLECTION 

One  of  the  finest  collections  of  fragments  of  Indian  pottery  that 
can  be  found  anywhere  was  donated  to  the  Museum  by  Christian  F. 
Schuster.  The  hundreds  of  pieces  that  comprise  this  collection  were 
collected  by  Mr.  Schuster  for  years  near  his  camp  at  High  Rock,  and 
they  include  about  150  potshards  that  show  the  beauty  and  efficiency 
which  the  Indians  exemplified  in  their  pottery.  The  greater  part  of 
the  collection  is  of  Iroquois  construction,  tho  there  are  a  few  pieces 
that  show  the  workmanship  of  the  Algonquins. 

A  large  number  of  implements  found  in  Holyoke  and  near-by 
towns  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Connecticut  Valley,  presented 
by  T.  J.  Lynch,  are  exhibited  in  the  same  case  with  the  Schuster 
collection. 

WAR  RELICS 

Many  rare  and  valuable  relics  and  momentos  of  men  from  Hol- 
yoke, who  saw  service  in  behalf  of  their  country  have  come  into  the 
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possession  of  the  Museum  for  perpetual  preservation.  The  Sergeant 
Melvin  N.  Snow  collection  of  war  relics  is  the  most  extensive  repre- 
sentation to  commemorate  those  who  from  Holyoke  saw  service  in  the 
Civil  War,  Spanish  War,  and  the  World  War. 

Among  the  objects  in  the  Sergeant  Melvin  N.  Snow  collection  are 
various  types  of  guns  used  in  the  Civil  War,  many  types  of  cartridge 
belts,  artillery  sabres,  cutlasses,  tools  for  dismounting  and  loading 
rifles  in  the  Civil  War,  Civil  War  drum. 


mess  kits  used  in  the  Civil  and  Spanish- 
American  Wars,  machine  gun  belts 
from  the  World  War,  German  wire 
cutters  and  case  used  in  World  War, 
buttons  from  uniforms  of  different 
branches  of  service,  canteens,  pistols, 
and  many  other  things. 

The  Sergeant  Neil  Gillies  collection 
and  the  Thomas  McMahon  collection  is 
in  representation  of  American  action  in 
the  Philippines.  The  collections  of 
war  relics  have  been  considerable  add- 
ed to  thru  the  active  interest  of  Brig- 
adier General  Edmund  J.  Slate,  who 
has  made  an  extensive  inquiry  and 
search  to  procure  for  proper  preser- 
vation all  manner  of  materials  that 


have  any  direct  bearing  upon  the  Nathan  p.  Avery 

service  of  Holyokers  who  were  enlisted 

in  any  branch  of  activity  in  any  of  the  wars.  Captain  Frank  S.  Waring 
has  likewise  been  very  much  interested  in  procuring  objects  and  relics 
for  preservation  in  the  Museum. 

Flint  lock  pistols  of  Revolutionary  Days,  cutlasses  and  other 
objects  of  Colonial  times  have  been  presented  by  Mrs.  Russell  W. 
Magna.  Another  interesting  gift  of  historical  importance  is  that  from 
Dr.  H.  0.  Hastings  of  a  side  saddle  that  was  used  by  his  grandmother, 
then  Keziah  Street  and  fourteen  years  old,  who  rode  on  it  from 
Wallingford,  Connecticut,  to  New  Haven  at  the  time  the  British  evacu- 
ated New  Haven. 

Other  objects  and  implements  of  the  wars  on  exhibition  are  gifts 
from  Lansing  V.  Hammond,  Herbert  E.  Fuller,  Joseph  Viens,  Rose 
K.  Butler,  Duncan  Howlet,  Henry  J.  Levene,  Jim  R.  Smith,  and  the 
late  Mrs.  Clara  (Clifford)  Castellon. 
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The  first  specimens  in  this  field  of  study  to  be  donated  to  the 
Museum  cam.e  from  Herbert  E.  Fuller  in  1928,  in  the  form  of  fine 
examples  of  pyrite,  iron,  serpentine, 
magnetite,  limestone,  biotite,  talc, 
and  other  rocks.    The  start  given 
by  Mr.  Fuller  in  this  branch  was 
instrumental  in  arousing  immediate 
interest  on  the  part  of  others  to 
enlarge  the  collection.    The  late  A. 
J.  Rand  presented  about  50  specimens 
in  mineralogy,  among  which  are  some 
of  the  so-termed  precious  metals. 

Dr.  H.  0.  Hastings,  Holyoke's 
most  prominent  geological  student, 
donated  a  collection  of  specimens  in 
geology  that  has  proven  very  valuable 
to  teachers,  scholars,  and  to  those 
interested  in  this  branch  of  research. 
Dr.  Hastings  prepared  careful  data 
for  each  specimen,  and  as  each  and 
every  rock  is  amply  large  to  be 
characteristic  and  clear  in  make-up,  it 
is  a  collection  of  unusual  worth. 

Dr.  Hastings  has  added  to  the 
collection  from  year  to  year  in  an 
endeavor  to  make  it  representative 

of  the  Connecticut  Valley,  and  to  make  it  as  complete  as  possible. 


Dr.  H.  O.  Hastings 


FINE  ARTS  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  canvasses  in  the  Holyoke  Museum  is  composed 
of  oil  paintings,  representative  of  the  art  of  Italy,  France,  Holland, 
Spain,  and  America.  The  names  of  the  artists  include  Winslow 
Homer,  Frank  Duveneck,  Twachtman,  William  M.  Chase,  J.  Alden 
Weir,  Toulmouche,  Cazin,  Armstrong,  Rico,  Eastman  Johnson,  Edel- 
feldt,  Rosselli,  Fortuny,  Cadorna,  Van  Beers,  Monet,  Darley,  Pick- 
nell,  Whistler,  Bragnaval,  Breustle,  DeMattos,  and  Diaz. 

Such  variety  in  artists,  countries,  and  periods — for  the  paintings 
range  in  time  from  the  Renaissance  to  the  present  century — was 
made  possible  thru  an  interested  group  from  the  Holyoke  League  of 
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Arts  and  Crafts  in  1928,  in  securing-  from  an  estate  these  canvasses 
that  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Art  Room. 

A  number  of  the  paintings  were  chosen  for  their  decorative 
value,  others  for  technical  reasons.  The  authenticity  of  these  works 
was  not  the  primary  factor  in  their  selection.  Several  canvasses  are 
undoubtedly  the  works  as  designated  by  signature,  others  may  be 
doubtful.  However,  the  canvasses  are  representative  of  a  wide 
range  in  touch  and  execution  and  they  invite  interest  and  admiration 
on  the  part  of  the  art  student  and  amateur,  as  well  as  of  lovers  of 
the  rare  and  beautiful. 

The  purchase  of  the  paintings  in  '28  was  made  possible  by  the 
public  spirit  and  generosity  of  E.  P.  Bagg,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Towne,  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Green,  F.  H.  Metcalf,  E.  P.  Bagg,  Jr.,  Dr.  Frank  Woods,  John 
M.  Warbeke,  George  Burkhardt,  W.  D.  Judd,  C.  Fayette  Smith,  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Childs,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Cooledge,  the  Misses  Cooledge,  William 
Skinner,  2nd,  E.  N.  White,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Chapin,  Miss  Clara  Chapin, 
Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Towne,  and  George  Senseny. 

The  list  of  paintings  in  the  Holyoke  Museum  at  the  present  time, 
subjects,  and  artists,  are  as  follows  : 


WOODCUT 

SUMMER 

ELBRIDGE  KINGSLEY 

JOHN  H.  TWACHTMAN 

(After  "The  Old  Well"  by 

(Twachtman  Sale,  Official  Stamp) 

J.  Francis  Murphy) 

American  School 

FRAGMENT 

THE  KITE 

FLEMISH  SCHOOL 

EASTMAN  JOHNSON 

16th  Century 

American  School 

PORTRAIT 

MARINE 

MATTEO  ROSSELLI 

CLAUDE  MONET 

Italian  School  1640 

French  School 

GOATHERD 

DUTCH  INTERIOR 

ITALIAN  SCHOOL 

De  MATTIS 

17th  Century 

Dutch  School 

INDIAN  CHIEF 

THE  COURTYARD 

(F.  0.  C.)  DARLEY 

JEAN  CHARLES  CAZIN 

Early  American  School 

Modern  French  School 

LA  GITANELLA 

MAN  READING 

CADORNA 

WHISTLER 

Modern  Spanish  School 

American  School 
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STUDIO  TEA 
J.  ALDEN  WEIR 
American  School 

PORTRAIT 

FRANK  DUVENECK 
American  School 

VENICE 

CLAUDE  MONET 
French  School 

PORTRAIT  STUDY 

WM.  M.  CHASE 
American  School 

WINTER  EVENING 

BRAGNAVAL 
Belgian  School 

PORTRAIT  STUDY 
ALBERT  EDELFELT 
French  School 

VILLAGE  SCENE 

RICO 
Spanish  School 

PORTRAIT  OF  A  LADY 

VAN  BEERS 
Belgian  School 

THE  QUESTION 
FORTUNY 
Spanish  School 


SPRING 

GEORGE  M.  BREUSTLE 
American  School 

FIGURE 

TOULMOUCHE 
French  School 

THE  WATERING  TROUGH 

WM.  L.  PICKNELL 
American  School 

THE  CAMP 

WINSLOW  HOMER 
American  School 

IN  THE  FOREST 

DIAZ 
French  School 

LANDSCAPE  WITH  FIGURES 

WINSLOW  HOMER 
American  School 

OLD  HOUSES  -  PONT  AVEMS 

MAITLAND  ARMSTRONG 
American  School 

THE  WHEATFIELD 
EDWARD  GAY 
American  School 

MOUNTAIN  LAUREL 

WILLIAM  CHADWICK 
American  School 


THE  STORM-CLOUDS 

W.  TWINK 
American  School 


HOLYOKE  MUSEUM 
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13TH  CENTURY  DESK 

A  rare  cabinet  of  mahogany  dating  from  the  thirteenth  century, 
presented  by  Frank  H.  Metcalf,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
valuable  exhibits  in  the  art  room.  It  was  secured  by  Mr.  Metcalf  in 
Pisa,  Italy,  and  it  is  a  splendid  example  of  the  elaborate  carving  of 
those  times.  On  each  side  and  from  bottom  to  top  extend  a  series  of  car- 
vings representing  primeval  man  in   


various  postures.  In  some  carvings 
two  men  are  represented  together;  in 
others  a  single  man  appears  carrying 
what  is  apparently  a  wine  jug.  Some 
of  the  faces  with  low  brow  and  matted 
hair,  are  almost  of  the  savage  type. 

This  cabinet  contains  many  draw- 
ers and  secret  drawers,  about  a  score 
altogether.  Some  of  them  are  pro- 
vided with  locks,  and  those  without 
locks  are  of  the  secret  type  and  diffi- 
cult to  detect.  The  desk  is  ex- 
ceedingly well  preserved  in  spite  of 
its  remarkable  age. 

Among  other  interesting  and 
choice  exhibits  in  the  Art  Room  is  an 
exceptionally  fine  and  beautiful  Pais- 


ley shawl,  a  large  alabaster  buddha,  Newton  H.  Russell 

decorated  pottery  and  china,  genuine, 

luxor  mummy  beads,  ancient  hammered  brass  objects,  antique  ma- 
hogany furniture;  and  these  together  with  exhibits  elsewhere  in  the  Mu- 
seum, were  contributed  by  George  Prentiss,  Mrs.  C.  Frederick  Smith, 
Edward  D.  Lamb,  the  late  D.  B.  Kelton,  George  E.  Pellissier,  Byron 
Hudson,  Lincoln  B.  Smith,  Fayette  Read,  Luther  Howes,  Fairfield  Whit- 
ing, Dr.  George  Robert,  the  late  Gertrude  Perkins  Lamb,  Albert  Wild- 
er, Roland  Williston,  Sarah  Collingwood,  Frank  Stein,  Helen e  Haar- 
mann,  Theresa  I.  Corser,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Steele,  Amos  Garriepy,  Mrs.  (Nat) 
Schurr,  Mrs.  James  A.  Allen,  Albert  F.  Sickman,  and  many  others. 


BOTANICAL 


THE  ALBERT  F.  SICKMAN  FERN  COLLECTION 
The  Albert  F.  Sickman  collection  of  ferns  is  an  exceptionally  fine 
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representation  of  the  ferns  that  grow  in  this  locality.  All  the  ferns 
in  this  particular  collection  were  collected  and  mounted  by  the  late 
Mr.  Sickman.  The  ferns  are  arranp:ed  in  individual  mounts  under 
glass  in  a  manner  which  displays  both  sides  of  each  plant  The  late 
Mr.  Sickman  was  not  only  an  enthusiastic  collector  of  ferns,  but  a 
true  student  with  no  end  of  knowledge  in  fern  lore,  and  he  was  most 
painstaking  in  mounting  and  preparing  specimens. 

In  addition  to  the  carefully  preserved  and  well  arranged  collection 
of  ferns,  there  are  a  large  number  of  original  photographs  of  ferns 
that  are  very  clear  and  distinct,  and  this  fact  adds  much  to  the  study 
value  of  the  Sickman  collection.  As  in  the  system  under  which  vari- 
ous exhibits  are  displayed  at  our  Holyoke  Museum,  the  Sickman  col- 
lection of  ferns  is  kept  intact  and  shewn  as  a  collection  in  itself,  as 
is  the  Lawrence  collection  of  wild  flowers,  the  John  J.  Lynch  collection 
of  ferns,  and  the  like. 

POISON  IVY 

In  order  that  people  may  know  more  about  this  plant  of  field  and 
wood,  and  particularly  for  the  benefit  of  young  people,  the  Museum 
has  a  special  exhibit  of  the  Ivy  that  is  very  interesting  and  instructive. 
The  plant  is  shown  in  various  stages  of  development  as  well  as  in 
blossom  and  seed. 

In  addition  to  other  interesting  and  instructive  plant  exhibits,  the 
Museum  has  kept  from  year  to  year  a  careful  record  as  to  the  time 
and  place  of  wild  flowers  that  first  bloom  in  Holyoke. 


The  Holyoke  Museum  is  an  information  bureau  on  all  questions 
bearing  upon  the  various  fields  it  covers,  and  its  activities  are  many. 
From  February  1927  to  February  1936,  the  total  attendance  has  num- 
bered 526,381  visitors.  This  splendid  patronage  may  be  attributed 
to  the  aim  that  every  visitor  to  the  Museum,  young  and  old,  must  be 
made  to  feel  the  visit  has  been  profitable.  This  end  is  fulfilled  thru 
its  well  arranged,  well-kept  and  well-labeled  displays,  and  thru  per- 
sonal attention  given  to  visitors  on  the  part  of  the  staff.  The  activi- 
ties of  the  Museum  include  interesting  special  exhibitions  from  time 
to  time  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public,  and  educational  contests 
that  appeal  very  strongly  to  the  young  people.  Over  2,000  boys  and 
girls  are  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Newton  H.  Russell  Conservation 
Club,  an  organization  sponsored  by  the  Museum  to  instill  in  the  hearts 
of  young  people  a  sense  of  responsibility  in  protecting  and  preserving 
useful  forms  of  wild  life  and  things,  in  nature.  From  500  to  1000  boys 
and  girls  are  entered  annually  in  the  Nathan  P.  Avery  Wild  Flower 
Contest,  and  this  is  an  undertaking  that  has  in  the  past  several  years 
opened  the  way  to  thousands  of  young  people  to  see  the  beauty  and 
wonder  in  flora  and  in  the  works  of  nature. 

A  year-round  program  in  which  other  activities  have  a  big  part, 
is  a  spring  to  autumn  wild  flower  exhibition,  conservation  exhibit, 
killed  by  auto  exhibit,  an  evergreen  exhibit  in  the  winter  together 
with  a  bird  Christmas  tree  in  the  hoKday  season,  a  year-round  exhi- 
bition of  living  creatures,  talks  and  lectures  to  classes  and  groups, 
passing  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  in  Nature  merit  badge  work,  and  the  al- 
most daily  rendering  of  information  by  phone,  letter,  or  personal  in: 
quiry  on  questions  that  require  reference  to  data  from  the  carefully 
kept  flower  records,  bird  records,  and  other  lists  that  constitute  a  part 
of  the  Museum  work. 

The  Holyoke  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  Art  extends  a  cordial 
invitation  to  everybody  to  be  a  part  in  this  institution  in  lending  en- 
couragement and  support  to  its  general  activities  and  progress,  and 
to  assist  in  its  further  expansion  and  growth. 

The  Museum  is  open  every  week  day  from  10  A.M.  to  5  P.M. 


HOLYOKE,  MASSACHUSETTS 

(THE  PAPER  CITY) 

TS  A  city  of  about  56,000  inhabitants 
pleasantly  located  on  the  Connecticut 
River  which  through  a  huge  store  dam  fur- 
nishes 30,000  horsepower  to  the  many  mills 
in  its  borders.  A  series  of  canals  five  an(| 
a  half  miles  long  allows  of  the  using  of 
the  water  over  and  over. 

The  leading  industry  is  the  manu- 
facture of  paper  from  which  its  name 
''The  Paper  City.''  It  also  has  large  silk, 
cotton,  woolen,  felt  and  braid  plants, 
manufactures  belting,  hosiery,  wire  and 
wire  products,  blank  books,  stationery 
and  machinery. 

It  is  well  supplied  with  parks,  the  best 
of  schools,  owns  its  own  waterworks  and 
electric  light  and  gas  plants  and  has  excel- 
lent railroad  and  transportation  facilities. 

Its  electric  power  rates  and  water  rates 
are  the  lowest  of  any  city  of  its  size  in  this 
section  of  the  country. 

The  Holyoke  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  fur- 
nish the  fullest  details  to  any  one  interested 


PRODUCT  OF  THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT,  HOLYOKE  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 


